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A s I write this, I have a hos-
pital bracelet on my wrist 
from my latest visit to the 
emergency ward. I’ve just 
returned from the Fundy 
Adventure Rally (FAR), held 

in New Brunswick this past September, 
and I had a fantastic time. Rob Harris 
of CanadaMotoRallies.com, his wife, 
Courtney, and their team did a great job 
organizing the second FAR. Rob and 
BMW Canada extended an invitation to 
me to attend the rally and provide some 
adventure rider training. 

I flew to Moncton on the Wednes-
day, picked up a BMW R1200GS from 
Atlantic Motoplex, and had a great 
two-hour ride to Adair’s Wilderness 
Lodge, where the rally headquarters 
were located. Thursday was rider 
training day, and I met some great 
folks from Down East, Maine and 
New Hampshire. Their bikes ranged 
from a Yamaha TW200 to a KTM990, a 
few KLRs and lots of BMW GSs; there 
was a Moto Guzzi Stelvio, too. 

I set up lots of exercises and lessons 
that would help the riders get their 
adventure bikes through the challenges 
ahead. Like most riders I train, they 
benefited from the exercises that teach 
how to ride the clutch. It was rewarding 
after the ride on Saturday to be thanked 
by many of the training graduates, on 
their newly acquired clutch skills, which 
helped get them through the rivers, 
mud holes and ugly, rocky hill climbs. 
Another skill we worked on was being 
able to stop quickly on gravel surfaces. I 
found a nice spot of smooth gravel that 
was perfect for locking up the rear brake 
to practice a loss of traction. We later 
learned that Adair’s’ proprietor, Larry, 
had smoothed out the area for extra 
camping spots. Oops!  

The location was amazing, with good 
camping, cozy cabins and a big lodge 
capable for holding 200 guests. I put on 
some weight thanks to home cooking 
so good it would make your grandma 
proud. There was even a big-screen tele-
vision that the techie types hooked up to 
watch the online MotoGP races.

Riders of different brands got to 
test-ride BMW GS models with proper 
tires in off-road conditions. Those who 
owned smaller bikes were amazed by 
how well the F800GS and the R1200GS 
handled ugly gravel trails and mud.

Participants who registered as solo 
riders would only be able to ride the 
easier A route. For safety, only teams 
of at least two riders were allowed to 
test their skills on the tougher B and C 
routes. Each team also had to carry a 
supplied SPOT tracking device, again 
in the interest of safety, and routes were 
loaded into each team’s GPS device for 
navigation. That was the only way to 
navigate the six legs of the approximate-
ly 500 km route. In most legs, teams had 
the choice of riding A, B or C routes, 
depending on the difficulty level they 
wanted to tackle. Route C was the most 
challenging, so naturally more points 
were awarded for this choice. Before the 
start of the rally it had rained in biblical 
proportions, which is why it was wise 
to walk puddles or river crossings to see 
if they were deeper than the height of 
exhaust pipes and air intakes – or simply 
wait for someone else to cross first.

This was the first ride I had been 

on where the organizers followed our 
progress on a computer via signals 
sent by the SPOT device. Rob said it 
was really cool to watch as the dots of 
various teams approached river cross-
ings along the C route, where they 
would stop, and then after a few min-
utes would turn around and retrace 
their tracks, obviously deciding not to 
try to cross the rivers. One team gave 
cause for concern when they veered off 
the path and stopped for a long time 
in a small town. It turned out that they 
didn’t need rescuing – their team name 
was The Bar Flies.

I was invited to ride with Chris 
Duff and Tylor Donnelly from BMW 
Motorrad Canada, which is what led 
to me wearing a hospital bracelet. We 
were going up a steep, rocky hill when I 
decided to pick a line closer to the trees. 
I was in second gear and standing up 
on the R1200GS when a branch hit me 
in the chest, knocking me off onto some 
rocks. A sore shoulder prompted my 
visit to the hospital, where X-rays con-
firmed that nothing was broken. I credit 
my BMW Rally suit and its protective 
armour for my lack of injury. 

Despite a very sore shoulder, the 
Fundy Adventure Rally was one of 
the best rides I have experienced. And 
it’s easy to understand why: Gather a 
bunch of adventure riders together at a 
great location, throw in abundant trails 
of different difficulties, mix in enough 
rain to swell streams to rivers, and a 
good time is guaranteed for all.  

Life’s an adventure

by Clinton Smout
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$8499
  CDN/person

Our partners in adventure

July 16–30
August 2–16
Aug. 19–Sept. 2

2016
tour 
dates

• NEW! Two nights at 
the 5 star Victoria 

Fa� s Hotel

• Overnight camping 
safari into the 

Okavango Delta by 
private plane

• Two nights at 
Etosha National Park 

• 6 safaris

• 3400 kms 
(99% paved)

• 15 days

• Fu� y su£ orted 
and guided

A paved road round-trip tour through Namibia, Botswana, 
and Zimbabwe. This tour travels largely through rural Africa 
including the expanse of the Kalahari Desert and is heavily 
weighted on animal encounters and game viewing. This is our 
most popular couples tour, and we lean our accommodation 
selections to specialty boutique and luxury lodges.
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VISIT: renedian.com for more details
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